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Gravure in packaging at its best
Winners of the ERA Packaging Gravure Award presented
The biennial ERA Packaging Gravure Award was held for the seventh time this year, and the Award Ceremony recently took place during the ERA Packaging Conference, which was held in Graz, Austria on 17-18 November.
The Gravure Award competition, which has developed into an “International Showcase for Packaging Gravure Printing”, showed gravure packaging printing at its best, thereby promoting both the gravure process and the companies participating. The international panel of judges was impressed by the high standard of the many entries, which came from 11 countries and included seven entries for the Innovation Prize – emphasising the continuing development of the gravure process.
The wide variety of areas of application for gravure in packaging printing is divided into different categories, so that like can be judged against like in the jury meeting. Both members and non-members of ERA can participate, and not only from Europe – from all over the world. As well as the printed entries, there is an innovation category for new techniques or fields of application, and a workflow category for use of a standard data format such as PDF.

The following Awards and Commendations were issued:
ERA Packaging Gravure Award 2011

LIST OF WINNERS

Plastic film and laminates

AWARD

Nua Juicy Fruit Candies

UKRPLASTIC (Ukraine)
AWARD

Stater Bros. Extra Juicy Shrimp

PRINT MASTER Co., Ltd. (Thailand)
COMMENDATION

Kraft Food Alpengold

HUHTAMAKI RONSBERG (Germany)
Film/foil laminates and metallized films

AWARD

Beyers Koffie “Authentics”

A. HATZOPOULOS S.A. (Greece)
COMMENDATION

Unox Snelle Knaks

HUHTAMAKI RONSBERG (Germany)
Shrink-wrap sleeves

COMMENDATION

Christian Audigier Vodka

SLEEVER INTERNATIONAL (France)
Workflow prize for use of a standard data format

EMERGING TECHNOLOGY COMMENDATION

Multi-layer PDF-based workflow

SQUARE (France)
Innovation prize for new techniques or fields of application

AWARD

R1060 Packaging Gravure Press

CERUTTI PACKAGING EQUIPMENT SpA (Italy)
AWARD

Overprinting of Packaging Materials

ROTOPRINT SOVRASTAMPA Srl (Italy)
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY COMMENDATION

Double head engraving with K500 Twain

HELL GRAVURE SYSTEMS (Germany)
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY COMMENDATION

Melt-free direct laser engraving into copper

SCHEPERS GmbH & Co. KG (Germany)
Best entry from a newcomer not otherwise recognised

SPECIAL COMMENDATION

Gut von Holstein cheese slices

WIPAK WALSRODE GmbH & Co. KG (Germany)
Best entry from a newcomer

SPECIAL COMMENDATION

Stater Bros. Extra Juicy Shrimp

PRINT MASTER Co., Ltd. (Thailand)
The next opportunities to promote gravure printing will be the
EUROPEAN PUBLICATION GRAVURE AWARD 2012 

and the

ERA PACKAGING GRAVURE AWARD 2013.

The ERA website (www.era.eu.org) has a PDF file and a slideshow of the 2011 Award Ceremony available for download. A photograph of the award trophy is also available.
ERA:

Since its foundation in 1956, the European Rotogravure Association (E.R.A.) has developed into the leading international organisation of the gravure industry. It currently has some 100 members worldwide, from the publication, packaging and decorative printing sectors, as well as associated industries such as paper and ink makers, printing and finishing equipment manufacturers, the leading cylinder engravers, and some major print buyers.
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